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Approaching the
Inapproachable God

The Son of God was the Mediator, is the
Mediator, and ever shall be the Mediator, the

one Mediator between God and men. Scripture
presents this fact so clearly that it cannot be misun-
derstood; it can only be deliberately misrepresented.
There is one Mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus. The issue is not subject to discus-
sion or to debate; it is believed or it is rejected. Hu-
manity does appreciate hearing that a Mediator is
necessary between man (the word is used in the ge-
neric sense to identify all humanity) and God. Man-
kind has a rather high view of humanity and resents
the description of defective in moral judgment or
ethical character. Manipulation of the language has
enabled humanity to discard the offensive “primitive

(Continued on page 3)
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These notes are being written just as a
new day begins. Outside in the night, I can
hear a bulltrog. For some reason, maybe the
abundance of the lizards, I hear no crickets.
Bullfrogs always sound a little better with
some accompaniment; but I will take the
sounds of nature as they come: that is, most
sounds of nature. I know that I am growing
old because my mind keeps wanting to remi-
nisce.

I was raised in south-
ern Indiana and spent
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whippoorwill that would sing
through the night as I lay on the
old featherbed. The dictionary calls the whip-
poorwill “a nocturnal nightjar with a loud re-
peated call suggestive of its name.” I am cer-
tain that my readers know it is really the Ca-
primulgus vociferus. If any bird ever lived up
to its name, the whippoorwill does—it is a
vociferous bird! Vocifgrous or not, I would
love to hear it, tonight, as I did, as a boy, in
the summer, in (not “on®) a featherbed,
through an open window, in the hills of Ken-
tucky, content and happy, knowing Mom (my
grandmother) would have ham, biscuits and
eggs, and fresh milk ready in the morning.
—Pastor Manley
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(Continued from page 17)
in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For
scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet
peradventure for a good man some would
even dare to die. 8 But God commendeth his
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then,
being now justified by his blood, we shall be
saved from wrath through him. 10 For if,
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God by the death of his Son, much more, be-
ing reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 11

And not only so, but we also joy in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we

have now received the atonement.

You and I are sinners, under the curse of the
broken law, at enmity with our Creator. You and I
cannot approach God. We cannot see God. We need
a Mediator, One to intercede on our behalf. God
provided His Son to be the Mediator. The Son of
God has the right to approach the Father and He
most certainly can see the Father. He became the
Son of man, so that we might approach Him and see
Him. I plead with you this day, “Look and live.”

—Pastor Manley

Reprint permission always granted;
acknowledgment appreciated.
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(Continued from page 1)
notion” of needing to placate a deity because of of-
fenses committed. The injured self-esteem of any
person, sustained by hearing that he or she is a sin-
ner, does not alter the truth. We need a Mediator.

First, understand that man cannot approach
God. 1 Timothy 5:16 records of God that He dwells
“in the light which no man can approach unto;
whom no man hath seen, nor can see.” John 1:18
makes the same emphatic statement, repeated word
for word in 1 jJohn 4:12, “No man hath seen God at
any time.” The Lord Jesus declared (John 4:24) that
“God is a spirit”; He is therefore, as Paul describes
Him, “the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15).

Man cannot approach God because of where
God dwells—“in the light”; and, even if man could
find God’s dwelling, man cannot see God. Humanity
has an earthly, temporal, physical existence; God is
the heavenly, eternal Spirit. Humanity cannot ap-
proach God. Humanity cannot see God. Humanity
needs a Mediator that can approach and can see
God. The Lord Jesus Christ emphasized this truth re-
peatedly. For example, in John 5, after healing the
impotent man who missed the stirring of the waters
by the angels (verse 1 through 15 are in the best
manuscripts, contrary to many marginal notes), the
Lord Jesus is confronted by the religious leaders,
identified by John as “the Jews.” The term refers to
the national religious leaders, not to the Jewish peo-

ple. Note how the Lord Jesus answers them. He iden-
(Continued on page 4)
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: (Continued from page 3)

tifies Himself as the Son of God and the Son of man

and stresses that He was sent by God. He also de-

clares that He can see God and can approach God.
John 5, 16 And therefore did the jews perse-
cute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he
had done these things on the sabbath day. 17
But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh

hitherto, and I work. 18 Therefore the Jews
sought the more to kill him, because he not

only had broken the sabbath, but said also
that God was his Father, making himself equal

with God. 19 Then answered Jesus and said
unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The
Son can do nothing of himself, but what he

seeth the Father do: for what things soever
he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. 20
For the Father loveth the Son, and showeth
him all things that himself doeth: and he will
show him greater works than these, that ye
may marvel. 21 For as the Father raiseth up
the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the
Son quickeneth whom he will. 22 For the Fa-

ther judgeth no man, but hath committed all
judgment unto the Son: 23 That all men

should honour the Son, even as they honour
the Father. He that honoureth not the Son
honoureth not the Father which hath sent
him. 24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that
heareth my word, and believeth on him that

(Continued on page 5)

(Continued from page 16)

through righteousness unto eternal life by Je-

sus Christ our Lord.

One more requirement has to be met.

The Mediator had to be a man, that He might
be capable of suffering death; as God He could not
die; and yet suffering the penalty of the law, death,
was hecessary to make reconciliation; a sacrifice for ;
sin had to be offered, and therefore it was proper
that Christ “should have somewhat to offer”; as the
old theologians expressed it, “a true body, and a rea-
sonable soul,” and His Own blood which he did offer.

Redemption could only be obtained through |
shedding of blood, and reconciliation by the suffer-
ings of death; therefore, a nature must be assumed
capable of shedding blood, and of suffering death. A |
nature, without which, he could not be made sin :
and a curse for men, as the law required that he
should.

Romans 5, 1 Therefore being justified by

faith, we have peace with God through our

Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have ac-

cess by faith into this grace wherein we stand,

and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And
not only so, but we glory in tribulations also:

knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4

And patience, experience; and experience,

hope: 5 And hope maketh not ashamed; be-

cause the love of God is shed abroad in our

hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto

us. 6 For when we were yet without strength,
(Continued on page 18)
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so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned: 13 (For until the law sin was in
the world: but sin is not imputed when there
is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over them that had not
sinned after the similitude of Adam’s trans-
gression, who is the figure of him that was to
come. 15 But not as the offence, so also is the
free gift. For if through the offence of one
many be dead, much more the grace of God,
and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Je-
sus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 16 And
not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift:
for the judgment was by one to condemna-
tion, but the free gift is of many offences unto
justification. 17 For if by one man's offence
death reigned by one; much more they which
receive abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus
Christ.) 18 Therefore as by the offence of one
Jjudgment came upon all men to condemna-
tion; even so by the righteousness of one the
free gift came upon all men unto justification

of life. 19 For as by one man's disobedience
many were made sinners, so by the obedience

of one shall many be made righteous. 20
Moreover the law entered, that the offence
might abound. But where sin abounded, grace
did much more abound: 21 That as sin hath
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign
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sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not
come into condemnation; but is passed from
death unto life. 25 Verily, verily, I say unto
you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the |
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God:
and they that hear shall live. 26 For as the Fa-
ther hath life in himself; so hath he givento
the Son to have life in himself; 27 And hath
given him authority to execute judgment
also, because he is the Son of man. 28 Marvel
not at this: for the hour is coming, in the
which all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice, 29 And shall come forth; they that have
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrec-
tion of damnation. 301 can of mine own self
do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judg-
ment is just; because I seek not mine own will, |
but the will of the Father which hath sent me. !
31 If I bear witness of myself, my witness is |
not true. 32 There is another that beareth
witness of me; and I know that the witness
which he witnesseth of me is true. 33 Ye sent
unto John, and he bare witness unto the
truth. 34 But I receive not testimony from
man: but these things I say, that ye might be
saved. 35 He was a burning and a shining
light: and ye were willing for a season to re-
joice in his light. 36 But I have greater witness
than that of John: for the works which the Fa-
(Continued on page 6)
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ther hath given me to finish, the same works
that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father
hath sent me. 37 And the Father himself,
which hath sent me, hath borne witness of

me. Ye have neither heard his voice at

any time, nor seen his shape. 38 And ye

have not his word abiding in you: for whom
he hath sent, him ye believe not. 39 Search

the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have
eternal life: and they are they which testify of

me. 40 And ye will not come to me, that ye

might have life. 41 I receive not honour from

men. 42 But I know you, that ye have not the
love of God in you. 43 1 am come in my Fa-
ther's name, and ye receive me not: if another
shall come in his own name, him ye will re-
ceive. 44 How can ye believe, which receive
honour one of another, and seek not the hon-
our that cometh from God only? 45 Do not
think that I will accuse you to the Father:
there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in
whom ye trust. 46 For had ye believed Moses,
ye would have believed me: for he wrote of
me. 47 But if ye believe not his writings, how
shall ye believe my words?

John 6 and the first twenty-six verses again
bring the Lord Jesus into a confrontation. This time
it is not with religious leaders, it is with those who
have identified themselves as His disciples (verse

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 14)
have the right of redemption.

Leviticus 25: 48-49 After that he is sold he
may be redeemed again; one of his brethren
may redeem him: Either his uncle, or his un-
cle’s son, may redeem him, or any that is nigh
of kin unto him of his family may redeem him;
or if he be able, he may redeem himself.

He entered flesh to be our Redeemer. In order
to redeem us, He must pay the redemption price.
The debt of sin could only be satisfied, and recon-
ciliation be secured thereby, in the same nature
which sinned. So, Christ, Who knew no sin, was
made to be sin so that we might be made the right-
eousness of God in Him.

He was made flesh, and made in the flesh un-
der the Law. The redeemer had to be One free from
any claim of the Law. Adam broke the command of
God—all of his seed are incapable of keeping the
Law. All have sinned and come short of the glory of
God. So someone not in the line of Adam, yet of hu-
man nature was required for the Mediator. Only the
Lord Jesus matches that description.

Total, complete, perfect obedience to the Law
was required for the justification of a sinner before
God therefore Christ was made of a woman, that he
might be made under the law, and yield obedience
to it. By that obedience, men are made righteous in
the sight of God.

Romans 5, 12 Wherefore, as by one man sin

entered into the world, and death by sin; and

{Continued on page 16)

15




THE BAPTIST HERITAGE FOR MAY 2001

THE BAPTIST HERITAGE FOR MAY 2001 j

THE UNAPPROACHABLE GOD

THE UNAPPROACHABLE GOD

(Continued from page 13)

ate with the Father, rather than the Father mediate
with the Son. That is proper and suitable in preserv-
ing the names of the Godhead. He Who is the Son of
God became the Son of man. It would not be fitting
for the Father to become the Son of man.

The Lord Jesus Christ is suited for His office as
Mediator, because in Him, and in Him alone is found
in His one Person, the union of the two natures, hu-
man and divine. He is not a divided being with two
separate and distinct persons within. He is Im-
manuel, God with us: God manifest in the flesh.

As the Son of God and the Son of man, he par-
takes of both natures; but He was Deity before He
entered flesh. The Son of God took upon Himself a
nature’ (Hebrews 2:16), not a dual personality. The
Lord Jesus Christ was not one person that was God
and one person that was human—two persons living
in one body. Some teach this; but they do so in ter-
rible error. “Jesus was born,” they say, “and then at
the baptism by John, Christ entered Jesus” —that
teaching is worse than foolishness: it is the pathway
to hell.

The Lord Jesus Christ is suited to be a Media-
tor between God and man; because, as the Son of
God, He is able to take care of things pertaining to
God and to His glory, and, as the Son of man, He is
also able to make reconciliation for the sins of the
people.

He became man that He might become our
kinsman. He became our kinsman so that He would

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued from page 6)

66).
26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, ver-
ily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye
saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the
loaves, and were filled. 27 Labour not for the
meat which perisheth, but for that meat
which endureth unto everlasting life, which
the Son of man shall give unto you: for him
hath God the Father sealed. 28 Then said they
unto him, What shall we do, that we might
work the works of God? 29 Jesus answered
and said unto them, This is the work of God,

that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 30
They said therefore unto him, What sign
showest thou then, that we may see,

and believe thee? what dost thou work? 31
Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it
is written, He gave them bread from heaven to
eat. 32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, ver-
ily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that
bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you
the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread
of God is he which cometh down from heaven,
and giveth life unto the world. 34 Then said
they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this
bread. 35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the
bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall

never thirst. 36 But I said unto you, That ye

(Continued on page 8)
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