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Not all beneficiaries of the victory engage in the battle that
achieves the triumph or attains the conquest. Indeed, the actual dif-
ference in the numbers who enjoy the spoils and those who endured
to obtain the result is always drastically disproportional. Chapter 30
of 1 Samuel provides an intriguing event from the life of David that
clearly demonstrates this truth. As you read the passage, take special

notice where I have underlined.
1 And it came to pass, when David and his men were come to Ziklag
on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the south, and Zik-
lag, and smitten Ziklag, and burned it with fire; 2 And had taken the
women captives, that were therein: they slew not any, either great or
small, but carried them away, and went on their way. 3 So David and
his men came to the city, and, behold, it was burned with fire; and
their wives, and their sons, and their daughters, were taken captives.
4 Then David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice
and wept, until they had no more power to weep. 5 And David's two
wives were taken captives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the
wife of Nabal the Carmelite. 6 And David was greatly distressed; for
the people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the people
was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David
encouraged himself in the LORD his God. 7 And David said to Abia-
thar the priest, Ahimelech's son, I pray thee, bring me hither the
ephod. And Abiathar brought thither the ephod to David. 8 And
David inquired at the LORD, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop?
shall I overtake them? And he answered him, Pursue: for thou shalt
surely overtake them, and without fail recover all. 9 So David went
he and the six hundred men that were with him, and came to the

(Continued on nnqge 3)
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The article in this issue covers a wide range of doctrinal
thought. It is not intended to provoke anyone except in the
matter of thinking. Multiculturalism is alive and well in Chris-
tendom and is thriving within Baptist churches. The eighty
years of the inclusiveness of fundamentalism in common %)at-
tles, the subtle—almost indiscernible—pressure to conform to
the “Rodney King theology” of non-denominationalism, and the
irresistible force of continuous numerical growth, have com-
bined with a fatal disregard for historical accuracy, as well as a
de-emphasis on biblical truth, to produce a generation of Bap-
tists who are unaware of who they are, let alone what they are.
Previous centuries never observed
this phenomenon. Baptist were perse-
cuted nearly everywhere until just be-
fore the 1800’s. When the Bill of
Rights allowed Baptists to exist in this
country by removing the heavy hand
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believed that of established state-religion, Baptists
:,(',i,‘;; proﬁt)l;;u continued to be ridiculed and consid-

g d read ered uneducated, backwoods Bible-
receiving and reag- thumpers. Dismissed by snobbish in-
ing it. If you do not  te|lectuals and scorned by “educated”

agree, we will remove  theologians, Baptists were mainly left
your name from the to survive on the frontier and they
next possible mail- did for a century and a half. When

ing. We have no World War II recruited workers out
desire to intrude or  of the Southland and into the indus-
offend. trial northern cities, Baptists brought
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their faith with them. Soon strong churches
thrived in the cities of the North and the Mid-
west. Largely they began in storefronts and tents with blue-
collar workers as the members. ‘

During the last half of the past century, Baptist preachers
became so enamored with numbers, that new members were no
longer given instruction or guidance on Baptist doctrine and
practice. Para-church organizations that began as practical
tools became controlling machines. Differences were minimized
and distinctives were forgotten. Soon anyone could usurp the
name Baptist and did. The Rev. Jesse Jackson comes to mind as
a “Baptist” minister that has no grasp of Baptist doctrine or

ractice; but he is not alone in that distinction. Others just as
ignorant are to be found all across the land. Baptists have
traded the offensiveness of doctrinal distinctives for acceptance
as one of the denominations.

I imagine that this article will earn me, in some minds, the
label of a “BIG B” Baptist. Every time I try to write the word
with a small “b,” the spell-checker identifies that “b” as a mis-
take. My spell-checker is smarter than some “baptists.”
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premise and repudiate the second—and do so on the basis of the testi-
mony of the Lord Jesus Christ. However, Protestants exist because of
the first—the need to rediscover, to resuscitate, or to resurrect “the
lost church”—and they were the founders of and are the leaders in
the second—the recovery, the re-formation of the lost word of God.
The great diversity of structure and creed among Protestants is the
result of human efforts to reconstruct what the Lord Jesus built.
Whenever humanity attempts to set aside the given authority of God
and to design what is perceived to be what God might have given,
such confusion and contradiction is the mandatory result. In contrast,
the demonstrable close unity over these centuries and across the vari-
ous cultures of Baptists who simply view Scripture as the settled, re-
vealed, final authority is testimony that truth was never lost. The par-
allel in textual confusion is too obvious to require further comment.

There is, at least, one other area in which Protestants owe a debt
to Baptists. Because of the emphasis on the local church, Baptists have
successfully opposed and withstood the ecumenical movement. Cer-
tainly, some using the name Baptist (but clearly lacking the nature)
have been leaders in ecumenical evangelism and the one world church
movement. Not accidentally, those baptistic brethren with the strong-
est Protestant inclinations—those attracted to “denominational”
structuring—are the first to lean toward ecumenism. While Protes-
tants retained vestiges of the “corrupted church” from whence they
came and continually demonstrate a perpetual “homesickness,” Bap-
tists, never having come out of the “corrupted church,” have no
yearning to return and possess no desire to unite with corruption.
“Baptists by conviction” in their very existence remain a force defend-
ing the existence of Protestants and oppose the ever nearing arrival of
the final one world church.

Protestants owe an unrecognized debt to Baptists. The saddest
part in all of this is that most Baptists have no better concept of the
amount of their debt to the Baptist Heritage than do Protestants.

—Pastor Manley

Reprint permission always granted;

acknowledgment appreciated.
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brook Besor, where those that were left behind stayed. 10 But David
pursued, he and four hundred men: for two hundred abode behin
which were so faint that they could not go over the brook Besor. 11
And they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David,
and gave him bread, and he did eat; and they made him drink water;
12 And they gave him a piece of a cake of figs, and two clusters of
raisins: and when he had eaten, his spirit came again to him: for he
had eaten no bread, nor drunk any water, three days and three
nights. 13 And David said unto him, To whom belongest thou? and
whence art thou? And he said, I am a young man of Egypt, servant to
an Amalekite; and my master left me, because three days ago I fell
sick. 14 We made an invasion upon the south of the Cherethites, and
upon the coast which belongeth to Judah, and upon the south of
Caleb; and we burned Ziklag with fire. 15 And David said to him,
Canst thou bring me down to this cokrrﬁfany? And he said, Swear unto
me by God, that thou wilt neither kill me, nor deliver me into the
hands of my master, and I will bring thee down to this company. 16
And when he had brought him down, behold, they were spread
abroad upon all the earth, eating and drinking, and dancing, because
of all the great spoil that they had taken out of the land of the Philis-
tines, and out of the land of Judah.
I want to cal

special attention to what follows.

17 And David smote them from the twilight even unto the evening of

the next day: and there escaped not a man of them, save four hun-

dred young men, which rode upon camels, and fled. 18 And David
recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away: and David res-
cued his two wives. 19 And there was nothing lacking to them, nei-
ther small nor %eat. neither sons nor daughters, neither spoil, nor
any thing that they had taken to them: David recovered all. 20 And
David took he flocks and_the herds, which_they drave before
those other cattle, and said, This is David's spoil.

Once more, I break the passage for an emphasis on what follows.
21 And David came to the two hundred men, which were so faint
that they could not follow David, whom they had made also to abide
at the brook Besor: and they went forth to meet David, and to meet
the people that were with him: and when David came near to the peo-
ple, he saluted them. 22 Then answered all the wicked men and men
of Belial, of those that went with David, and said, Because they went
not with us, we will not give them ought of the spoil that we have re-
covered, save to every man his wife and his children, that they may
lead them away, and depart. 23 Then said David, Ye shall not do so,
my brethren, with that which the LORD hath given us, who hath pre-
served us, and delivered the company that came against us into our
hand. 24 For who will hearken unto you in this matter? but as his

(Continued on page 4)
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gart is that goeth down to the battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth
y the stuff: they shall part alike. 25 And it was so from that day for-
ward, that he made it a statute and an ordinance for Isracl unto this

ay.

AsyI break the passage again, notice immediately, that those who
were too faint to fight and who remained at the brook to guard “the
stuff’—the equipment, supplies, and provisions that David and his
warriors stored while they went to battle—were granted a full share
with those who actually placed life in danger in the battle. David did
not allow wielding a sword, thrusting a spear, or shooting an arrow to
become the perquisite for participation in the spoils of the battle. Re-
member that Aaron and Hur were as essential to the victory at
Rephidim as were any of the warriors serving with Joshua in the val-
ley, even though the only arms Aaron and Hur raised were the arms of
Moses (Exodus 17).

However, as you continue to read, you will discover further that
the spoils of the battle against the Amalekites were not distributed
only to the two classes of warriors—those at the battle and those
“defending” the rear approaches and guarding “the stuff.” David gra-
ciously divides a portion of the spoils to non-combatants—the elders
of more than a dozen cities and locations. The spoils of this battle
were enjoyed by many more than the four hundred who engaged the
enemy and successﬁalf; fought the battle.

26 And when David came to Ziklag, he sent of the spoil unto the eld-

ers of Judah, even to his friends, saying, Behold a present for you of
the spoil of the enemies of the LORD; 27 To them which were in
Bethel, and to them which were in south Ramoth, and to them which
were in Jattir, 28 And to_them which were in Aroer, and to them
which were in Siphmoth, and to them which were in Eshtemoa, 29
And to them which were in Rachal, and to them which were in the cit-
es of the Jerahmeelites, and to_them which were in the cities of the
Kenites, 30 And to them which were in Hormah, and to them which

were in Chorashan, and to them which were in Athach, 31 And to
them which were in Hebron, and to all the places where David him-

self and his men were wont to haunt,

The benefits received by these tribal elders are not the only spoils
enjoyed by recipients who never actually engage the enemy. The vic-
tory achieved at such terrible price during our own Revolutionary war
has been used (and abused) by many millions more than the hundreds
of brave patriots who purchased tﬁ’is nation on the battlefields—the

(Continued on page 5)
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Declaration of Independence would never be in doubt because of the
abundance of faithgll copies. In the same fashion, those outside the
“corrupt church” faithfully and honestly kept the originals. The Lord
Jesus had promised that His word would not pass away—His promise is
better than any testimony of scholars to the contrary. Some of the
blood that was shed over the centuries to keep His word safe was Jew-
ish blood and some was Baptist blood. I do not say this alone—read
these quotes taken from “The Trail of Blood”™:

Cardinal Hosius (Catholic, A.D. 1524), President of the Council of
Trent: "Were it not that the baptists [sic] have been grievously tor-
mented and cut off with the knife during the past twelve hundred
years, they would swarm in greater number than all the Reform-
ers.” (Hosius, Letters, Apud Opera, pages 112,113.)
Sir Isaac Newton: "The Baptists are the only body of known Chris-
tians that have never symbolized with Rome."
Mosheim (Lutheran): "Before the rise of Luther and Calvin, there
lay secreted in almost all the countries of Europe persons who ad-
hered tenaciously to the principles of modern Dutch Baptists.”
Edinburgh Cyclopedia (Presbyterian): "It must have already oc-
curred to our readers that the Baptists are the same sect of Chris-
tians that were formerly described as Ana-Baptists. Indeed this
seems to have been their leading principle from the time of Tertul-
lian to the present time.” Tertullian was born just fifty years after
the death of the Apostle John.

Protestants owe a debt to those Baptists who guarded the word of
God for fourteen centuries so that it was available to lead them from
the darkness of corruption as far as they would follow it. Sadly, some
did not follow it very far. Whatever light Protestants have, they would
seem, therefore, to owe to Baptists.

By the way, if one accepts the premise that the church founded by
the Lord Jesus Christ became corrupted and had to be reformed
(brought together again or purged of corruption) or restored

aving existed, perished and need?n resurrection) then one might
easily be persuaded that the Scriptures have been either lost or cor-
rupted and are in desperate, continuing need of reformation through
philological research, restoration with textual criticism, or resurrec-
tion by archaeologists from the dry sands of Egypt. I deny the first

(Continued on page 18)
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