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Those Fundamentalist
Bible Thumpers

Did It . . . Again!

This article describes what I fear
will happen because of Y2K, though
I would much prefer to be wrong.

A horrifying catastrophe
struck at the heart of the nation,
threatening the safety and security
of every citizen. A certain group, a
small, radical, fringe element to be

‘one is speaking of the

It has been sug-
gested that I have be-
come pessimistic in
my outlook. I deny
that I have changed. I
am, | believe, simply
realistic and biblical. I
assure you that I be-
lieve that the future is
very bright—but only
because the Lord Jesus
is coming. That will be
a wondrous “day of re-
joicing.” If, however,

time we face before
that day, then I must
affirm that I believe

This and That

Heritage Baptist
Church recently buried
one of her “old genera-
tion believers"—Esther
.Owens. ‘Granny’ was
brought to Pensacola in a covered
wagon; she was taken from Pensacola
on angels’ wings. The world does not
have many of her kind left. She was a
practicing Christian. ‘Granny’ be-
lieved it and she lived it and ‘it* was
different from the world. Today’s
new style of believers can scarcely be
distinguished from the world: not by
language, not by clothing, not by ac-
tivities, not by habits, not by life-

sure, but nonetheless very vocal
and, thereby, affecting a sizable

AHEAD?

tyle, not by companions, not by
ligious services. The “old genera-

number of citizens, had been pre-
dicting such a coming destruction
that would serve to vindicate them
in the eyes of the world and to pro-
mote them into positions of control.
Many, even of those only incidentally

—aﬁeded by
o . this tainted
_Chrastu.ms are, in my segm ent of
view, going very far out \
on the limb reaching for SOciety, had
Y2K. And, that may, 1  a deep dis-
fear; produce some trust and
most seriously unpleas- . ).
ant consequences dislike for
whether the chaos de- these peo-
velops or not. ple--both as
individuals

and as a group. With the arrival of
the disaster came also the opportu-
nity to identify this “rabble” as the
source and the cause of the calamity.
The political and religious leaders

(Continued on page 2)

'vealing of the anti-

not going to be turning

quickly, Lord Jesus.

that there will not be
much in the ‘bright’ de-
partment. As the days
move toward the re-

Christ, the darkness is

to dawning and the
dawning to noon day
bright; rather, what
light there now is, will
grow even more dim. I
hear or read predic-
tions of great revival
and renewed glory.
But, according to the
Bible, the tribulation
does not follow a great
world-wide revival of
godliness. Wishful
thinking notwithstand-
ing, there is a dark
cloud settling on this
world.

Even so, come

ion believers” had deeper roots
and far greener foliage than these
new. ‘Granny will be missed.

Granny Owens’ Pastor

REQUESTED REPRINTS
The Autopsy
of Americ

SUMMARY: The corpse was de-
scribed as a corpulent, grossly
bloated, body of an elderly, mainour-
ished and seriously abused female
suffering from several forms of malig-
nant carcinoma that had invaded all
the vital organs and the bones. Any
of these would have eventually re-
sulted in death; however, the exact
cause of death was found to be a par-
ticularly malignant form of heart dis-
ease: an heart exercised with covet-
ous practices (2 Peter 2:14), hard-
ened through the deceitfulness of sin
(Hebrews 3:13), an evil heart of unbe-
lief in departing from the living God
(Hebrews 3:12).

(Continued on page 3)
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quickly used the media to do exactly that. Perse-
cution-involving confiscation of goods, impris-
onment and even death--was sanctioned by both
the government (known for its great freedoms
and for protecting its citizens) and the main-
stream religions (known for their deeds of char-
ity and messages of love). That this happened
exactly as stated is a matter of historical record.
Rome did burn and Christians did suffer. The
question is not IF it will happen
again, but only WHEN the calamity

puter glitches resulting from the changing of
the calendar.

In particular, it seems that a large seg-
ment of the ‘Christian’ community has accepted
as an absolute, not to be challenged, the premise
that, with the arrival of the year 2000, the
world will be plunged into chaos. The interna-
tional community, both governmental and com-
mercial, are so dependent upon computers that
when the little 1’s and O’s that form the lan-
guage of computers can no longer ex-

sufficient to produce the wrath of I wonder if all the press the date (meaning that all ex-

the nations will occur.

hoarding of food
and money will not

change of currency and information

. in itself produce a will abruptly end) the world system
Those Fundamentalist depression. Those will snarl or plunge to a halt--or so it

. who have invested in s affirmed with authority.
Blble Thumpe'rs :of;::g;::: ':Zf_b' of Food shortages, public water supplies
DdlIt... Agaln! tainly will not be contaminated, cars unable to move,
buying that com- planes falling from the air, nuclear de-

It is being declared so often modity for two years ;. exploding, missiles launching,

and so fervently that multitudes

and the same is true Lo o T
for the other goods  electricity distribution and all commu-

are convinced that it certainly squirreled away. nications systems ceasing, widespread
must be so. The message is a call ——— 00 tiNg producing governmental usur-

to prepare for the unavoidable ar-

rival of unprecedented chaos. The villain is the
continual progression of the calendar. The
year 2000 (based upon the Gregorian correc-
tions to the calendar (Pope Gregory XIII,
1582--he had nothing to do with Gregorian
chants, that was Pope Gregory I) is approach-
ing from the future, and, as the old joke goes,
“there is near panic in the streets.” Perhaps, I
should restrict my remarks to the “near panic
in the aisles.” With typical enthusiasm for the
apocalyptic and conspiracies, many believers
are actively engaged in Y2K preparations. Lo-
cally, it is strange to see those who live in a
hurricane zone where the probability of facing
a hurricane in any given season is very real,
yet who wait until the clouds are swirling over-
head to prepare for the PROBABLE, now tak-
ing such serious precautions for the POSSIBLE-
-I repeat, only THE POSSIBLE--turmoil of com-

pation of all human and civil rights, currency,
charge and credit cards (there is a difference be- |
tween these two) becoming worthless, medical
dispensing stymied, disease spreading ram-
pantly--and those are just the mild expectations
of the prophets of Y2K. A pastor recently chided
me (rather strongly, I thought) as being either
stupid or a part of the conspiracy because I (1)
have not encouraged my people to stockpile (my
mother called it hoarding and so did all decent |
folk during World wWar II) food and water suffi-
cient for at least two years supply, (2) have not
persuaded them to turn all their assets into gold
or silver since the Day Is Coming When Federal
Paper Money Is Worthless, (3) have not caused
them to build retreats away from the masses of
peoples, and (4) have not pled with them to
purchase multiple firearms to use to defend
their stockpiles from the rabble. I was especially
(Continued on page 3)
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chastened for not selling his video and audio
tapes, along with his books, to prepare my peo-
ple. Continued failure to do so would be, in his
view, the lowest possible form of pastoral dere-
liction of duty. He also said that I should not
buy airline tickets for mid-December through
mid-January and that nothing could convince
him to be flying the night of December 31,
1999. (Of course, I think all would agree that
no one would desire to fly on New Year's Eve,
unless it was either an emergency or unavoid-
able.) Others have written materials containing
pronouncements even stronger.

Y2K is a very popular theme. In fact,
Y2K likely has a recognition quotient equal to
that of the IRS. The publication of books and
tapes dealing with Y2K is a growth industry.
Seemingly every mail delivery produces new of-
ferings. The titles are rapidly moving up the
bestseller list in Christian bookstores. Obviously,
there are also many involved that are not doing
so from a “Christian” perspective. National

magazines carry articles. Even the local news-
paper, seldom described as a “cutting edge”
journal, is devoting feature stories to the sub-
ject. The government is spending billions to
“prepare” for Y2K. A recent article affirmed
that sources had announced that certain states
have canceled all vacations from December
1999 through March 2000 in anticipation of
the turmoil. It is alleged in another article that
a “non-mainstream” contact method will be
used this May to mobilize the federal military
and the National Guard as a test of capability.
It is alleged that the President (Who has in-
deed written far more executive orders than
any precious chief executive--and has had
Congress repudiate at least one of them) has
signed a series of executive orders that will vir-
tually change life in America through the com-
ing emergency. One popular supplier of
“survival rations and gear” has affirmed a
backlog of six months in filling orders. Prices
for MRE’s and other long term storage foods
(Continued on page 4)
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How America Died

“Land of the Pilgrims’ pride”--
older Christians fondly remember Amer-

BEWARE THE MAN

When the ACLU finds time to read that last verse of
our National Anthem, that organization will un-
doubtedly bring suit to remove it as being a prayer
sponsored by tﬁe government. Actually, it little
matters what the ACLU and other remove-ali-
vestiges-of-America’s-religious-past
groups do now. This is true for two
simple reasons--first, America, “the

ica in terms of this descriptive phrase land of the pilgrims’ pride” died, and
from “My Country, ‘Tis o Thee?’ Their OR ’?l; OT I%NN‘:)/HO second, those who no‘:v use the name
land of memory no longer exists. They W, of America no longer know Who God
may recall the prayer with which the ABSOLUTES. Is.

hymn ends, “Protect us by Thy might, ‘TIS THE MARK OF In fact, America no longer knows
Great God, our King.” However, even few THE whether the question should be ‘if God
of them, and apparently none others, PRACTICAL is’ or ‘what God is’; but America is ab-
know that the last line of The Star Span- solutely adamant that whatever or
gled Banner is a prayer and a praise to ATHEIST. whoever her gods might be, she will

the God of Heaven: “Oh, thus be it ever

not allow the Holy God of the Bible to

when freemen shall stand between their ———————————————be considered as a possibility?

loved homes and the war’s desolation; Blest with
victory and peace, may the Heaven-rescued land
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us
a nation! Then conquer we must, when our cause it
is_just; And this be our motto: In God is our Trust!”

The first two presidents of this republic
were prophetic in their addresses to the nation.
George Washington’s Farewell Address contains the
following prediction, now blood chilling in its fore-

(Continued on page 5)
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are “yarding” (you know, like “inching”) up-
wards. Locally, a business has opened using a
name declaring that it is a Y2K supply depot.
Business is, says the owner, boom-
ing. People have acknowledged
burying sealed containers of toilet
paper in back yards. Numbers of
private wells are being dug. Attics
and garages are filling with canned
goods and water jugs. Gasoline
(with a shelf life of weeks) is alleg-
edly being stored in underground
drums. Generators and water filtra-
tion systems are, according to a lo-
cal retailer, selling at hurricane sea-
son rates. One supplier of genera-
tors used the newspaper to an-
nounce that generators were on at
least six months back order.

While no one (including

water will be suspected as having them and
treated accordingly. Let the word get on the
street that Christians have gold, silver and pre-
cious stones “in storage” and a few firearms will
not stop the “visits” of either the
authorities or the vigilantes. The In-

The Inferno at Waco  ¢orn6 at Waco and the Ambush at
and the Ambush at

Ruby Ridge may be
forgotten in the pub-
lic conscience, but
all Americans should
understand the one
undeniable lesson of
those two dark
stains on America’s
hands: that is, when
the federal govern-
ment wants you, a
fortified compound
or an isolated moun-
tain retreat will not
prevent its grasp.

Ruby Ridge may be forgotten in the
public conscience, but all Americans
should understand the one undeni-
able lesson of those two dark stains
on America’s hands: that is, when
the federal government wants you, a
fortified compound or an isolated
mountain retreat will not prevent its
grasp. Being the president of a na-
tion did not protect President
Noriega anymore than it did Chiefs
of State Sitting Bull or Cochise.
Rome did indeed burn and the con-
flagration was actually used as the

me) knows exactly what will hap- ™ =means to burn Christians (both figu-

pen and while all discussions must be in the
realm of the hypothetical until after the
event, multitudes of individuals are taking the
Y2K prophecies so seriously that they are
changing lifestyles. Homes have been sold. Jobs
have been left. Individuals and families have
moved from one state to another. Especially is
this true in Christian circles. Christians are, in
my view, going very far out on the limb reach-
ing for Y2K. And, that may, I fear; produce
some most seriously unpleasant consequences
whether the chaos develops or not.

Suppose that the very worse case sce-
nario does develop. In the event of food short-
ages and water contamination, the stockpilers
will immediately become identified as selfish,
despicable hoarders and will be among the
most despised and hated of all humanity. That
is the reason for the recommendation of ac-
quisition of multiple firearms. Even those
Christians who do not have hoards of food and

ratively and literally). It could happen again. It
will happen again. The only question is when it
will happen.

In the scores of articles pouring from
the pens (or is it now better described as
“printing from the computer?”) that have come
to my attention concerning the dread pesti-
lence of Y2K, I have not yet read one article
that considers this predicted scourge in the
light of history. This generation has forgotten,
perhaps it was never taught, what the Nazis did
in the 1930’s and 1940’s to the Jews, true
Christians and others whose possessions they
desired to obtain or whenever a scapegoat was
required. The leaders blamed the problems on
them and public sentiment (AKA mob rule) did
the rest and all of it was legal. Those who ig-
nore history are, the old proverb says, doomed
to repeat it. Sadly, no people have ever ignored
history, as have Americans. (Consider the his-

(Continued on page 5)
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tory ignored just this century: World war I--
terrible slaughter, awful sacrifices, victory and
disarmament; World War II-terrible slaughter,
awful sacrifices, victory and disarmament; Ko-
rea-terrible slaughter, awful sacrifices, victory
and disarmament; Viet Nam--terrible slaugh-
ter, awful sacrifices, victory and disarmament.
Today--with the military in worse condition
than any time since 1938,) History has much
to teach, but she has few learners. Have you
ever considered how much “return” anyone re-
ceived on the backyard bomb shelters of the
1950’s or the hide-away missile shelters of the
1960’s? History is forgotten whenever hysteria
seems plausible or profitable.

Whenever Christians set aside the word
of God as the rule of life and turn to predicting
prophetic events, they do not acquire a good
track record. This is especially true when deal-
ing with the forecast of coming catastrophes.
One preacher made a reputation in the 1960’s
with his predictions. Recently, I re-read one of

his books. According to his claimed prophetic
foresight, today, there should be trees only in
special viewing sites! I recall hearing various
preachers predict catastrophes that never oc-
curred and some of the same “failure as
prophets” are cashing in on the Y2K. In the
1950’s, the message was that if the United
States blew up the hydrogen bomb it would
create a chain reaction that would destroy the
world. In 1960, the possible election of jack
Kennedy would, so they claimed, end American
freedom. In 1964, Lyndon Johnson, it was an-
nounced and believed, was going to declare
martial law and cancel the elections. In 1974, I
heard a national evangelist unashamedly pro-
claim that money would be no good in 1975
and the only hope Christians had was to invest
their money in his ministry before it (the
money) became worthless. Money is still
around and he is still collecting his share. Has
everyone forgotten the guaranteed “88 rea-
sons Christ must return in 1988?” On the Oc-
(Continued on page 6)
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sight, “Reason and experience both forbid us that
national morality can prevail in exclusion of relig-
ious principle.” John Adams later wrote, “The United
States Constitution was made only for a moral and
religious people. It is wholly inadequate for the gov-
ernment of any other.” How wise and how right
both men were.

The “land of the pilgrims’ pride,” this “sweet
land of liberty,” became, in the late middle of the
twentieth century the home of arrogant anti-God-
of-the-Bible residents and the sour land of the liber-
tine. Absolutes and Morals were replaced by Major-
ity Vote and Popular Practice. Never forget that ma-
jority vote takes its final form in mob rule; the cru-
cifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ is THE example of
what the majority of humanity would always like to
do with God. “The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together, against the
LORD, and against His anointed, saying, Let us cast
away their cords from us” (Psalm 2).

In the seventies and the eighties, some so-
called Christians resorted to describing what is
right or wrong in terms of the will of an entity
they called ‘the moral majority,” rather than stand-
ing upon the old, non-negotiable moral absolutes
of the Bible. Rather than saying “Almighty God, the
Judge of all the earth, says this is right and that is
wrong,” these perhaps well-meaning, but totally ill-
advised and wrongly led people proclaimed the
message that America should be moral because
the majority of her people were moral. In other
words, it was on the authority of the expressed will
of the majority of people that abortion on demand
be stopped, that homosexuality be opposed, that
promiscuity be condemned, that the rate of illegiti-
macy be reduced, that drugs be eliminated from
the streets and the schools of the nation. Morality
was reduced to the will of the majority. This was,
regardless of what was allegedly intended, a surren-
der of the uniqueness of biblical Christianity. The
very concession that the morals of America should
be determined by the majority of Americans was a
victory for humanism and the devil himself. This

(Continued on page 6) |
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