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this and fhaf

Editor and Staff
Jerald L. Manley Gary Roland
Dorothy Gundersen Jody wolf

The date-setters are at it again.

Aside from the brother you sends me a regular
ﬁearly alert (since 1987) that the return of Christ will

e the next Feast of Tabernacles, the prophets claiming

to have discovered what “none other has ever known
have grown uncharacteristically quiet since January of
2001. However, that is changing. The newest fad is to
suggest that the return of Christ is prophesied in Ho-
sea, chapter six.

1 Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he
hath torn, and he will heal us;
he hath smitten, and he will

This publication is  bind us up. 2 After two days
mailed to youon  will he revive us: in the third
purpose. Someone  day he will raise us up, and we
who knows you shall live in his sight. 3 Then
believed that you  shall we know, if we follow on
would profit by =~ to know the LORD: his going
receiving and read-  forth is prepared as the morn-
ing it. If you do not  ing; and he shall come unto us
agree, we will remove @S the r‘ain, as the latter and
your name from the former rain unto the earth.
next possible This is interpreted, by cer-
mailing. We have no  tain teachers, to mean that the
desire to intrude or Lord Jesus will return at the be-
offend. ginning of the third thousandth

(Continued on page 23)
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(Continued from page 2)

year after His resurrection. This event is
then said to be coming in 2032-3, with the
Rapture due in 2025-6. Of course, with the calendar
having a built in error of three to five years (depending
on who is calculating the error), the Rapture could be
as early as 2020-1—or so those who are propagating
this new foolishness are teaching.

I am certain that if some will purchase Chilton’s|
book to study how it will be 34,600 years before the!
Kingdom, then others will accept this nonsense also. It
is sad that the clamor of the old nature to know what
God has said cannot be known has such appeal. Friend,
do not waste your money or your time or either. In-
stead, accept that the Return of Christ is nearer than

2 find comfort. in the PO 8509554
fact that He might come fgy' 850944-9822
today.  —Pastor Manley £.ysil: |ERAL DL MANLEY@GTENET
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(Continued from page 3)

nestly prayed over that message in the days before I was to
speak. Additionally, I knew I was called to preach. Even so, I
had no doubts that while I might have delivered a speech,
taught a lesson, or had lectured, I_had not “preached.” What-
ever “preaching” is, preaching is not what happened that
night. I did not communicate; there was no evidence of any
spiritual effect upon the hearers.

As we returned to the campus, I began the searching for
whatever was lacking; a struggle that would continue for
some time. The events of that night planted the seed of an
idea that would slowly germinate and would finally produce,
in time, a full concept. My text that night was simple. 1 John
2:6 “He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to
walk, even as he walked.” The text had convicted me and I
was certain (before the message attempt) that it would con-
vict others also. The trouble could not be the text; of that, I
was certain, because it was the word of God. Whatever went
wrong went wrong with my “preaching.” My intent was no-
ble. My approach, however, was truly “zeal without knowl-
edge.” 1, who barely knew the Greek alphabet, was so preten-
tious as to exegete the original Greek text. Certainly, as you
are obviously able to see from your vantage, I was a novice
trying to be wise beyond my years, but there was something
else and that “something” was much deeper than affected
knowledge. More was involved than youthful inexperience or
a simple misstep in timing or presentation. The problem was
beyond the folly of an ostentatious discourse, but I would
not “get a handle” on the depth of the implications of my
“preaching” that night. I only realized that I had made a se-
rious mess of my first “official” message.

(Continued on page 5)

By What Authority?

(Continued from page 20)

ture, but who do not acknowledge it as truth. The Apostle
describes religious people who have the “form,” but who
deny the “power” of that form.

2 Timothy 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying

the power thereof: from such turn away.

The context if this statement is one of truth and Scrip-
ture. Check verses 2:25; 3:7,8, 10, 14. 15-17; 4:2-4.

My faith in the integrity of the word of God and of the
God of the word does not answer the retort of every skepti-
cal mind, not even mine. My own old nature can produce
more potential apostasy, let alone unanswerable questions,
then I will permit to hold court. I simply rule such objec-
tions as “out of order” and, leaning not unto or upon my
own understanding, I trust the Great Jehovah, Who cannot
lie, to have kept His word. Rather than accepting the premise
of “lost and in need of recovery” Scripture, I have chosen to
accept the unassailable truth of Deuteronomy 29:29, “The
secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those
things which are revealed belong unto us and to our chil-
dren for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.” I|
cannot “do all the words of this law,” if those words are un-
obtainable for me to have and to hold. The authority is in
the words of the word and not in the diligence and faithful-
ness of honest, sincere, restoration. What I do not under-
stand in the “how” of preservation, I am quite content to
leave within the file marked “secret things”—a file to which I
do not have the combination or password. It does not belong
to me or to you.

I leave it to each person to answer the unavoidable ques-
tion of the Lord Jesus: “Is true authority ‘from heaven’ or ‘of
men’?” While I obviously disagree with those writers and
preachers that make such corrections, as a Baptist, I believe

(Continued on page 22)
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@onﬁnued from page 5)
more time before I understood what the authority that
“jells” a sermon is.

The experience of that first sermon and my response to
it both helped me and, at the same time, hurt me. The bene-
fit was that I developed an urgency to study the English Bi-
ble, to seek to understand English grammar, to strive to
learn to compose understandable prose, and to concentrate
on speech and diction. This was a feeling and not an intelli-
gent conclusion derived from logical considerations. I began
to read my Bible through once each month; and sought op-
portunities to preach. I took every speech course the Univer-
sity offered, was involved in the start of a radio ministry,
and began to write sermons for broadcast. These were all
positive, productive influences; I regret none of them and
profited from all of them.

The determinant was that though I felt a pressure to
learn the languages of the texts, it became a horrible strug-
gle. Somehow, I could not retain what I was studying in New
Testament Greek. The Greek instructor in a private session
suggested that I had “a mental block” when it came to
Greek. It seemed that no matter the time devoted or the ef-
fort expended, I could not hold on to the material. It was,
apparently, as my teacher discerned that my mind was re-
Jecting the Greek. I had studied Latin and French in high
school and found them profitable. I believed then, and still
do, that Greek (and Hebrew) has considerable value to the
student of the Scriptures.

In the third year after my graduation and ordination, in
the second ministry, a visiting preacher asked me a question
after a message. He asked as a friend, with a proper spirit,

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 18)
any believer.

What the God Who gave the word did for His word from
Moses (or Elihu, whom I believe recorded the book of job)
until Christ I believe He has continued to do from the apos-
tles to us. As for me, it is by faith that I accept this act of
consistent, faithful transmission of Scripture, of deliberate,
planned preservation of the text, and of unceasing, continu-
ous perpetuation of truth. I do not believe—indeed, I cannot
believe—that the God Who gave the word, Who requires me
to “preach the word,” and Who expects my listeners to re-
ceive “the word of God . . . not as the word of men, but as it
is in truth, the word of God” (1 Thessalonians 2:13) would
or could ever have allowed that word to “pass away” and be
lost to those to whom He sent it. I believe that He Who did
not let a single word of His prophet Samuel “fall to the
ground” (1 Samuel 3:19) would never permit His Own word
to fall into the ground.

Recently, I read a well-written opinion that Christians
should realize that the Hebrew and Greek texts as provided
by scholarly research are so close to the original autographs
in content that only six to eight percent of the words in the
newer Greek and Hebrew editions of original texts even have
a questionable heritage. There is no debate over the exact-
ness of ninety-two to ninety-four percent of the original He-
brew and Greek words and, the degreed writer continued,
among that six to eight percent of doubtful heritage there
are no words that effect any doctrine. A goodly selection of
scholarship was cited to authenticate these contentions. His
position, and that of many others, is a straightforward ex-
pression of faith in the integrity and the skill of the scholars.

(Continued on page 20)
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(Continued from page 17)

on their library. His church employs a business manager,
rather than electing a treasurer, because of the importance
of the bottom-line. I have been told of preachers who use a
notebook computer in the pulpit so references are quickly
located—it is more efficient time management than page
turning; just as the projector and screen are more cost effec-
tive than hymnals. The pressure is production, production,
and more production.

When we preachers deliver the message, does it burn as a
fire in our bones (Jeremiah 20:)? Does such a burden rest
upon us that it is truly, “Woe is me, if I preach not the gos-
pel (1 Corinthians 9:16)? When we “assume the position” be-
hind the sacred desk, do we preach as “a dying man to dying
men”? Is it “Thus saith the Lord?” Or, is it “Thus speaketh
learned men?” Do we depend upon the Holy Ghost to convict
our listeners “of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment”
or have we learned the sanctioned techniques that will ma-
nipulate the psyche of the attendees so that we gain guaran-
teed results? As the passage from Matthew given above dem-
onstrates, the only authority that the Lord Jesus Christ ever
cited for His actions or His words was “the Scriptures:” those
books that you and I know as the Old Testament. He quoted
Moses and the prophets and never once—not once—did He
indicate that He needed to correct a scribal scribble or a
transmission error. He declared most clearly that what the
common people, who heard Him gladly, and the rulers, who
listened only to catch Him in His word, possessed was that
which God had said. The integrity of the Hebrew Scriptures,
“the law of Moses, and the prophets, and the psalms,” there-
fore, should be beyond challenge, directly or by inference, to

(Continued on page 19)
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(Continued from page 6)

and in such a way, that it was instructive to me far beyond
what he could have imagined. I had preached from one of
Paul’s epistles. In the course of the message, I suggested that
a phrase in the passage needed to be corrected so that my
congregation might understand what was actually intended.
When he and I were later alone, my friend asked, “Who made
the mistake?” That simple question had the same effect on
me as I had experienced during my first sermon. It certainly
caught my attention.

In the days that followed, as I thought about that ques-
tion, several possibilities of an answer occurred. (1) Did the
Holy Spirit give Paul the wrong word? (2) Did the apostle
dictate the wrong word to the one who actually wrote the
words on the parchment? (3) Did the amanuensis (In this
case, it would have been either Stephanas, Fortunatus,
Achaieus, or Timotheus.) write a different word from what
Paul had dictated? (4) Did a sleepy or “over-wise” copyist
misread or change the word (to correct a perceived previous
error) sometime after it was written? (5) Did a translator
read the wrong word or select the wrong manuscript? (6)
Did the expositor that I had read provide me with the wrong
word? Or perhaps, (7) was it that I had decided to alter the
text for a “better” word choice to strengthen my message?
These seemed to be my only choices of an answer. The first
three seemed to be impossibilities, deserving no real consid-
eration. If the last were correct, then the conclusion was ob-
vious. I had not used only one commentator, but the influ-
ence of those consulted was real. Those writers used num-
bers (as I have given them here) “four” and “five” to justify
their action. This realization shocked me in its implications.

(Continued on page 8)
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By What Authority?

—

(Continued from page 15)

cupation; but education without authority will produce
mindless robots. Authority is not the same as charisma, na-
tive talent, or learned qualities. Having the ability to moti-
vate is not the same as having authority.

This is not an argument for neglecting the brain-sweat of
study. I have no quarrel with diligent study, with earnest in-
vestigation, or sincere research. Too many sermons are, as
my Dad was wont to say, “just slapped to” on a Saturday
night. Walking the biblical fields plowed by godly men of pre-
vious generations is never wasted time. A Spurgeon sermon
each day and two or three Puritan sermons a week would
not be a worthless endeavor for any preacher. Sifting
through volumes of word studies (Hebrew, Greek, and Eng-
lish) for rich nuggets of gold is profitable indeed for all who
deliver the word of God. Reading commentaries in the place
of works of fiction is the better choice of habit for the pas-
tor. Nothing, however, will ever take the place of prayerful,
consistent reading of the Bible itself. Becoming a clone of Dr.
Such and So or a parrot of Teacher Here and There is the
work of “the wicked and slothful servant.” There are a great
many sermons that are biblical in theme but lack Bible sub-
stance. The reading of a text does not an authoritative ser-
mon make. Some texts are employed as a springboard for a
spectacular splash or a launching pad for flights of fancy.

The preacher who rejects all study helps “except my Bi-
ble” is opening himself to the counsel of his own foolishness.
We need to read and meditate over the works left us by the
previous generations. The man who has been left a bridge to
use, but insists on fording the stream by himself or of build-
ing his own bridge, is influenced by the deceitful spirit of his

(Continued on page 17)
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(Continued from page 8)

was the assurances of the conservative scholars stating that
the only mistakes contained in the text were of an inconse-
quential nature and affected no major doctrine.

I had moved into the realm of the faithfulness, the con-
sistency, and the actual integrity of the transmission of the
authentic words of God. I began to realize that I was not
dealing, in my replacement alteration of the text, with the
simple issue of selecting one synonym to replace another
nor was I using an expanded English definition to broaden
the meaning. I was not “tweaking” or explaining the tense of
a verb to add clarity of action or exactness of expression. I
had not cross-referenced to another usage of the word to
give a comparison or alternative flavor to the word. I was
not probing the etymology of the word to give background
color.

What I had done was entirely different. I was challenging
whether or not the words on the pages of my Bible were in
fact the words of God or the substituted words of humanity.
In the message, I had replaced, by the authority of scholar-
ship (even if conservative scholarship), one Greek word for
an entirely different one. In doing so, I was accepting that
either proposition “four” or “five” was an unquestionable
fact. Whichever one it might prove to be was immaterial. I
had acknowledged and had propagated to my people that
the biblical text in our (mine and theirs) hands was untrust-
worthy. If what I had said about the necessity of correcting
the text were factual, then there existed in our Bibles either
a scribal error (the inclusion of a corruption by some indi-
vidual transcriber of the text either accidentally or inten-
tionally), or a textual stream choice error (the decision by a

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

translator to use or not to use a particular manuscript or
fragment thereby omitting truth or introducing error). No
other possibilities existed.

The consequence of rejecting the premise of the faithful
transmission of the authentic word of God became obvious.
If the words in my Bible were not accurately reflective Eng-
lish equivalents of the very words that God had originally
given, if the actual words had been lost, then what I held was
not wholly the word of God. Whether the failure of continu-
ity was through an unintentional act of careless or a deliber-
ate manipulation of corruption was immaterial. If this were
true that the words God gave were now no longer known,
then the book I held, at best, only contained an approxima-
tion of the word of God; and, only with the assistance of re-
constructive, rehabilitative scholarship would 1 ever know
the validity of any given word. The irrationality of that posi-
tion was suddenly fully rational to me. My error of mindset
became visible with as much clearness and simplicity as if I
had had blindness lifted. My faith must be either in the
providential preservation of the Sovereign God or in the
practical perfection of sanctified fallen humanity.

Through my friend’s question, I understood, as never be-
fore, the why of the what I had done that long ago night
when I had so miserably failed. I also recalled another night
that same year. In the spring of 1959, my father visited the
campus for the Bible Conference. As Dad left, he gave me a
new Bible, the remains of which are on my desk as I write
this article. Sometime between his visit and the end of the
school year, I was again in engaged in this heavy struggle
over the accuracy of Scripture. One evening, I sought a quiet
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 14)
authority does the hearer believe? Those questions are not
casual inquiries.

The issue of authority is the most serious question to be
asked of any of us. That question deserves solemn considera-
tion and requires a serious answer. Each preacher and every
hearer needs to be certain from where or in what his
authority is vested. The laying on of hands in ordination is
the evidence that his church recognizes with approval the
claim of the man that he is called to preach, but ordination
does not endow any authority to the preacher. Not even the
call to pastor a church instills authority within the man.
Some call it unction; others label it an anointing. Numerical
results do not prove authority. Jeremiah failed to acquire a
following, but he spoke with authority. Ezekiel (Ezekiel 2:1-
3:11), while explicitly told that he would not be well re-
ceived, was just as explicitly told that he would stand before
those unresponsive people with the authority of Jehovah
God. Paul charged Timothy (2 Timothy #4:1-14) to “preach
the word” and to remain “instant in season” and “out of sea-
son.” He was to “reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffer-
ing and doctrine.” Even while he was to accept that “the
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine;
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their
ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” It is
clear that the authority of the message must come from the
content of the message. A sermon may be entertaining, a
genuine crowd-pleaser, and still not be authoritative. It
might be intellectually illuminating, even while it lacks any
real spiritual authority. Educating an assembly is a noble oc-

(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 13)
They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those
wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto other
husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in
their seasons. 42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never

read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders
rejected, the same is become the head of the corner:

this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our
eyes? 43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of

God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation
bringing forth the fruits thereof. 44 And whosoever
shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whom-
soever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder. 45 And
when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his
parables, they perceived that he spake of them. 46
But when they sought to lay hands on him, they
feared the multitude, because they took him for a
prophet.

When His critics attempted to ensnare the Lord with
their impudent challenge of His authority, the Lord Jesus
asked them the one question, the answer to which answers
all the other questions possible. That question is “Is true
authority ‘from heaven’ or is it ‘of men?"” If the authority is
“of men,” then the correcting of scribal errors and transmis-
sion inaccuracies through the work of scholars is proper and
should be accepted. If, however, authority is “from heaven”
then it is not to be ceded to human ingenuity, research, or
scholarship because of the weight that I or anyone else
might accord to education, investigation, or creativity on the
part of any human being.

By what authority does the preacher preach? On what

(Continued on page 15)J
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place on the back campus and determined to settled the is-
sue. Before I went to bed that night, on a front page of the
Scofield Bible that Dad gave me, I wrote the following note:
“This is the word of God precisely and exactly as He wants us
to have it.”

I believed what I wrote in 1959 (in theory as it were),
but I was not practicing that belief in 1964. The lure of
“superior knowledge” had proven stronger than I could with-|
stand. My authority for what I preached had become again,
as it was for that first sermon, the scholarship of good con-
servative men. I had allowed their credentials and my per-
ception of their godliness to entice me to accept and to
preach their authority instead of the authority of the text in
my hand.

I realized that I had accepted the premise that I needed
the “original” that only my use of scholarship could provide
before I could adequately present the word of God. I do not
wish to state that the Greek instructor exactly intended to
convey the fullness of that concept to me; but that is how I
had interpreted his comments as well as the comments of
others. I blame no one for my arrogance other than my
prideful self. As I prepared for that first message, I demon-
strated, albeit unknowingly, a lack of confidence in the text
of the Bible that I held and was seeking the comfort of the
un-held “original.” My faith was transferred from the words
in English as found in the text of my Bible to the words in
English as found in the scholar’s books. In effect, I was seek-
ing a translator that gave me what I wanted to read and to
teach. It was indeed a subtle transference. So subtle, I did
not begin to realize what I was doing until I stood before
(Continued on page 12)
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that group of young people and tried to educate them on the
real meaning of the text. Even realizing my folly, I did not
consciously understand what I was doing or why I had done
what I had done. It would take those several years before I
grasped the full significance of my faulty mindset. It took that
simple question of a faithful friend to reveal the why of the
what.

I am now four decades and almost four years more beyond
that first message. It was almost thirty-eight years ago that
my preacher friend asked me that simple question. After all
these years, I was recently reading a familiar passage of Scrip-
ture that firmly, finally, and fully placed that long ago strug-
gle in proper perspective. I share that passage, underlined for
emphasis, with you.

Matthew 21

23 And when he was come into the temple, the chief

priests and the elders of the people came unto him as
he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou
these things? and who gave thee this authority? 24 And

Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you
one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will tell you
by what authority I do these things. 25 The baptism of
John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they
reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From
heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then believe
him? 26 But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people;
for all hold John as a prophet. 27 And they answered
Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them,
Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.
28 But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and

(Continued on page 13)

(Continued from page 12)

he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in
my vineyard. 29 He answered and said, I will not:; but
afterward he repented, and went. 30 And he came to
the second, and said likewise. And he answered and
said, I go, sir: and went not. 31 Whether of them
twain did the will of his father? They say unto him,
The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you,
That the publicans and the harlots go into the king-
dom of God before you. 32 For John came unto you in
the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but
the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye,
when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye
might believe him. 33 Hear another parable: There
was a certain householder, which planted a vineyard,
and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in
it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen,
and went into a far country: 34 And when the time of
the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the hus-
bandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. 35
And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one,
and killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again, he
sent other servants more than the first: and they did
unto them likewise. 37 But last of all he sent unto
them his son, saying, They will reverence my son. 38
But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said
among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill
him, and let us seize on his inheritance. 39 And they
caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and
slew him. 40 When the lord therefore of the vineyard
cometh, what will he do unto those husbandmen? 41

(Continued on page 14)
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