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Spurgeon: On The Bible

THE BIBLE

A SERMON DELIVERED ON SABBATH EVENING, MARCH 18, 1855,
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON, AT EXETER HALL, STRAND

“I have written to him the great things of my law, but they
were counted as a strange thing.”
Hosea 8:12
This is God’s complaint against Ephraim. It is no mean
proof of his goodness, that he stoops to, rebuke his erring
creatures; it is a %lreat argument of his gracious disposition,
that he bows his head to notice terrestrial affairs. He might, if
he pleased, wrap himself with night as with a garment, he
might put the stars around his wrist for bracelets, and bind
the suns around his brow for a coronet; he might dwell alone,
far, far above this world, up in the seventh heaven, and look
down with calm and silent indifference upon all the doings of
his creatures; he might do as the heathens supposed their |
1]qove did, sit in perpetual silence, sometimes nodding his awful |
ead to make the Fates move as he pleased, but never taking
thought of the little things of earth, disposing of them as be-
neath his notice, engrossed within his own being, swallowed
up within himself, living alone and retired, and 1, as one of his
creatures might stand by night upon a mountain-top, and
look upon the silent stars, and say, “Ye are the eyes of God,
but ye look not down on me; your li%ht is the gift of his om-
nipotence, but your rays are not smiles of love to me. God,
the mighty Creator, has forgotten me; I am a despicable drop
in the ocean of creation, a sear leaf in the forest of beings, an
atom in the mountain of existence. He knows me not; I am
alone, alone, alone.” But it is not so, beloved. Our God is of an-
other order He notices evela' one of us, There is not a sparrow
or a worm, but is found in his decrees. There is not a person
(Continued on page 3)
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The Local Church In The 21* Century

| It is frightening to observe how much influence the |
ungodliness of this day has on the daily lives of Christians and
their corporate lives in bodies of believers, known as churches.
American believers are not only “in the world,” they are most
certainly “of the world.” This corruption did not happen in an
instant. It was a process of several decades. It started with
Youth for Christ in the 1940’s. It picked up speed with the
Billy Graham Crusade successes. It raged forward with the ad-
vent of the Moral Majority. Promise Keepers kicked it up an-
-other notch. The techniques of the world for advertising, dis-
| tribution, and financing were ‘prayed over’ and, being sancti-
fied, were adopted. Even those who refused to participate in
‘the activities copied the techniques the compromising pro-
' gram used. The world did not wage war and overcome us. The
door was opened and the world was begged to come in to
teach us how to do our job.

Motives were good. Intentions were proper. Preachers
did not wake up one morning and ask themselves how they
could betray the Chief Shepherd on that given day. They
imerely adopted the strategies and philosophies of the world.
If it worked for Madison Avenue and Hollywood, it can be used
to work in the cause of Christ became the motto. So preach-
ers attended a seminar or a conference and were introduced
to the newest methodology of drawing a crowd. Leadership
was surrendered to those “who have done it.” The old-
fashioned study was replaced by an executive office. Pastoring
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mother’s womb, flirted with that first lovely harlot, he never
anticipated dying as an blind grinder (women ordinarily !
ground the grain into meal) of Philistine royalty. When David,
the man God chose to be king, climbed the stairs to the roof-
top, he never figured on burying his children. When Gomer
married the prophet Hosea, she did not plan on becoming an
adulteress, sold as a slave. When Judas, the disciple of Jesus of
Nazareth, began ‘borrowing’ from the treasury of the first
church, he undoubtedly had no thoughts of selling the Lord
Jesus for thirty pieces of silver nor did he consider that he
would end up on the rocks, burst asunder with his bowels
gushed out. When Demas, the companion of Paul, first envied
those in ‘this present world,’ I doubt that he ever considered
he would fall in love with it and leave his best friend Paul to
face prison alone, sickly and cold. When Bro. Baptist Preacher
started to adopt the techniques of the world, he had the best
of mativation; however, his attempt to improve on God’s in-
structions was sinful in its very nature. Sinful acts can only
produce evil results, The reaping is all around us.

If we do not repent of this folly, the local Baptist
church in the twenty-first century will be “clouds without wa-
ter, carried about of winds: trees whose fruit withereth, with-
‘out fruit.’

’ Brethren, we need to get back into the Bible and out of
the world.

L (Continued on page 18)
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became administration, The pastor became a
professional business leader overseeing a cor-
poration. For generations, Baptist preachers
had been known as ‘ignorant men who only knew the Book,’
‘they became followers of trends and keepers of the bottom
line—more colloquially termed “movers and shakers.”

Through the Great Depression, Baptist churches had
endured and even thrived on tithes and offerings. I have not
found evidence of a single Baptist church going into bank-
ruptcy during that difficult time. In the boom time of the sev-
enties, eighties, and nineties, Baptist churches developed stew-
ardship programs and then filled bankruptcy as if they were
mere businesses, Some super churches doing this more than
once. Christianity became a major player in the business
world. Prosperity and programs replaced piety. The result—
the salt has lost its savor.

Those who ‘love this present world’ and allow ‘the
cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the
lusts of other things’ to dominate their life will find that their

hearts are ‘overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and
cares of this life’ so t%ﬂat the they are “choked with cares and
riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfec-
tion’, Those who do so will also find that the unexpected re-
sults of that misdirection of life will come upon them !
‘unawares.’” Single, simple acts have complicated, compound
consequences. When Cain, reared in the home of Adam, who
knew God, offered his hand-picked fruit as a replacement for
the bloody sacrifice that God required, he had no plans to
stain the earth with his brother’s blood. When Lot, nephew to
‘the friend of God, Abraham, pitched his tent toward Sodom,
he never considered it a possibility that one day he would
leave part of his family to be burned in Sodom and his wife as
a pillar of salt along the road, nor did he expect to father his

own grandchildren. When Samson, dedicated to God from his
(Continued on page 19)
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upon whom his eye is not fixed. Our most secret acts are
known to him. Whatsoever we do, or bear, or suffer, the eye
of God still rests upon us, and we are beneath his smile, — for
we are his people; or beneath his frown, — for we have erred
from him.

Oh! How ten-thousand-fold merciful is God, that, look-
ing down upon the race of man, he does not smile it out of
existence, We see from our text that God looks upon man for
he says of Ephraim, “I have written to him the great things of
my law, but they were counted as a strange thing.” But see
how when he observes the sin of man he §oes not dash him
away and spurn him with his foot; he does not shake him b
the neck over the gulf of hell, until his brain doth reel, an
then drop him for ever; but rather, he comes down from
heaven to plead with his creatures; he argues with them, he

uts himself, as it were, upon a level with the sinner, states

is grievances, and pleads his claim. O Ephraim, I have written
unto thee the great things of my law, but they have been
unto thee as a strange thing! I come here tonight in God’s
stead, my friends, to plead with you as God’s ambassador, to
charge many of you with a sin; to lay it to your hearts by the
power of the Spirit, so that you may be convinced of sin, of
righteousness, and of a judgment to come. The crime I charge
you with is the sin of the text. God has written to you the
great things of his law, but they have been unto you as a
strange thing. It is concerning this blessed book, the Bible,
that I mean to speak tonight. Here lies my text — this word
of God. Here is the theme of my discourse, a theme which de-
mands more eloquence than [ possess; a subject upon which a
thousand orators might speak at once; a mighty, vast, incom-
prehensive theme, which might engross all eloquence
throughout eternity, and still it would remain unexhausted.

Concerning the Bible, I have three things to say to-
night and they are all in my text. First, its author, I have
written;” secondly, its subjects — the great things of God's
law; and thirdly, its common treatment — It has been ac-
counted by most men a strange thin%.)

1. First, then, concerning this ook, who is THE
AUTHOR? The text says that it is God. “I have written to him

the great things of my law.” Here lies my Bible — who wrote
(Continued on page %)
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it? I open it, and I find it consists of a series of tracts. The
first five tracts were written by a man called Moses. I turn on
and I find other. Sometimes I see David is the penman, at
other times, Solomon. Here I read Micah, then Amos, then Ho-
sea. As I turn further on, to the more luminous pages of the
New Testament, I see Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, Paul, Pe-

self who is the author of it? Do these men jointly claim the
authorship? Are they the compositors of tFluis massive volume?
Do they between themselves divide the honor? Qur holy relig-
ion answers, No! This volume is the writing of the living God:g
each letter was penned with an Almighty finger; each word in
it dropped from the everlasting lips, each sentence was dic-
tated by the Holy Spirit, Albeit, that Moses was employed to
write his histories with his fiery pen, God guided that pen. It
may be that David touched his harp and let sweet Psalms of
melody drop from his fingers, but God moved his hands over
the living strings of his golden harp. It may be that Solomon
sang Canticles of love, or gave forth words of consummate
‘wisdom, but God directed his lips, and made the Preacher elo-
quent. If I follow the thundering Nahum when his horses
plough the waters or Habakkuk when he sees the tents of
Cushan in affliction; if I read Malachi, when the earth is burn-
inﬁ like an oven; if I turn to the smooth page of John, who
tells of love, or the rugged, fiery chapters of Peter who speaks
of the fire devouring God’s enemies; if I turn to Jude, who
launches forth anathemas upon the foes of God, everywhere I
find God speaking: it is God’s voice, not man’s, the words are
God’s words, the words of the Eternal, the Invisible, the Al-
mightz, the Jehovah of this earth. This Bible is God’s Bible;
and when I see it, I seem to hear a voice springing up from it,
saying, “I am the book of God: man, read me. I am God’s writ-
ing: open my leaf, for I was penned by God; read it, for he is
my author, and you will see him visible and manifest every-
where.” “I have written to him the great things of my law.”
How do you know that God wrote the Eook? That is
just what I shall not try to prove to you. I could, if I pleased,
to a demonstration, for there are arguments enough, there
are reasons enov.gh, did I care to occugy your time tonight in
bringing them before you: but I shall do no such thing. I

ter, James and others, but when I shut up the book, I ask my- |

(Continued from page 16)

heard. I have heard of a woman, who, when she was asked 4
what she remembered of the minister’s sermon, said, “I don’t .
recollect anything of it. It was about short weights and bad
measures, and I didn’t recollect anything but to go home and
burn the bushel.” So if you will remember to go home and
burn the bushel, if you will recollect to go home and read
your Bibles, I shall have said enough. And may God, in his infi-
nite mercy, when you read your Bibles, pour into your soul,
the illuminating rays of the Sun of Righteousness, by the
agency of the ever-adorable Spirit; then you will read to your
profit and to your soul’s salvation.

We may say of THE BIBLE:—

“God’s cabinet of revealed counsel ‘tis!
Where weal and woe, are ordered so
That every man may know which shall be his;
Unless his own mistake, false application make
It is the index to eternity.
He cannot miss of endless bliss
That takes this chart to steer by
Nor can he be mistook, that speaketh by this book.
It is the book of God.
What if 1 should say, God of books, let him that looks
Angry at that expression, as too bold,
His thoughts in silence smother, till he find such another.”

**Spurgeon continued with the following sentence.
“I believe there is a better epitome in the five points of
Calvanism: Election according to the foreknowledge of
God; XZX the natural depravity and sinfulness of man;
particular redemption by the blood of Christ; effectual
calling by the power of the Spirit; and ultimate persever-
ance Ey the efforts of God’s might.”

I am not a Calvanist. I strongly disagree with “all five points of
Calvanism.” I removed the statement lest some should misunder-
stand; however, I include it here lest Bro. Spurgeon rebuke me
when I see him in glory for having edited his sermon without his

permission.
—Pastor Manley

(Continued on page 5)
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