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No doctrine is more important to the Christian
faith than is the doctrine of the incarnation. That the
Word, by Whom all things that are made were made,
was made flesh and dwelt among us—that He Himself
also took part of the same that He might reconcile us
unto the Father by the shedding of His blood as the
atonement—is the cornerstone of our faith. Remove
the incarnation, and there is no Christianity. This ex-
plains the hatred of and the attacks upon the doc-
trine.

O, That the Son of God
had a birthday is very impor-
mailed to youon ~ tant. If the incarnation is
purpose. Someone ~ JUSt an allegory or a Pauline
who knows you invention, then we are of all
believed that you =~ men most miserable. Preach-
would profit by ers may quibble over the
receiving and reading precise date, quarrel over
it. Ifyoudo not ~ the proper name, and ques-
agree, we will remove  tion all the traditions, but
your name fromthe  they dare not do so at the
next possible expense of forgetting to pro-
mailing. We haveno  claim that Jesus of Nazareth
desire to intrude or  yas born in that stable of

offend. Bethlehem’s Inn, that the
(Continued on page 19)

This publication is

THE BAPTIST HERITAGE FOR DECEMBER 2002

this and that

(Continued from page 2)

event was announced by angels, and
that the Babe, wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lying in a manger, was visited by shep-
herds.

Commemorate the day whenever you like; call it
whatever you choose, but remember to find time to
rejoice that in the City of David, on a night long
ago, was actually born the Saviour, Christ the LORD.
The LORD Jesus Christ had a day of birth. God was
manifest in the flesh. Hallelujah, what a Saviour.

Thank yc}u, Flfther for sending Him; thank you,
Holy Spirit for bring-
ing Him; _thank you, Pone: $50.945543
LORD Jesus for com-Fax: 850-944-9822

ing. E-mail: ERALD.L MANLEY@GTENET

—Pastor Manley
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the code word for a compromising collection
of contemptuous apostates and unlearned
Christians preaching Christ, even while deny-
ing Him. “From such turn away”—and do so
with great speed and make certain not to
“look back.”

In a nation where the dimming of the
light in so many churches—closed on Sunday
ni%hts, plays (drama is their preferred word)
substituted for sermons, entertainment in-
stead of worship, illustrations (understand
that to mean humor) rather than Scripture,
choruses replacing hymns, and a congrega-
tion with such a variety of Bibles that con-
gregational reading would sound like Babel—
where the organization is run by a CEO
rather than a pastor, one can only wonder
how much more “falling away” must occur
before the Trumpet sounds to call the chil-
dren of God home and to bring the fearful
wrath of the judgment of the Holy God of
Heaven on this old world.

Even so, come quickly, LORD Jesus.

—Pastor Jerald Manley

Reprint permission always granted;
acknowledgment appreciated.

-
(Continued from page 1)

I replaced the article written for this is-
sue because my sister, as has always been
her pattern, meddled in the matter by send-
ing me the following newspaper account,
which upset my ‘holiday spirit.’

If you should have high blood pressure, I
suggest that you read this article only
while being near a telephone and in the
presence of someone who can, if needed,
call for medical assistance. Of course, if you
happen to be a Contemporary [a.k.a.
“Progressive” or “Moderate”] ‘baptist,” the
information in the article will be right up
your dark alley.

For generations, the Ashland Avenue Bap-
tist Church of Lexington, Kentucky was a
bulwark of the faith. In my youth and dur-
ing the early years of ministry, I knew Pastor
Clarence Walker as a contender for the faith
and a defender of Baptist principles. Under
his leadership, the church printed some of

(Continued on page 4)
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the better Baptist literature available, in-
cluding millions of copies of “The Trail of
Blood,” an unequaled, simple, concise history
of the awesome price levied against the fol-
lowers of the LORD Jesus Christ through the
centuries. Pastor Walker laid his work upon
the foundation of the LORD Jesus Christ and
left this life to face the Chief Shepherd, hav-
ing obtained a good report. For awhile, he
was followed in that pulpit by men of similar
convictions and principles; but it seems obvi-
ous that such is not the circumstances of
the religious institution that now occupies
both the name and the properties.

This past summer, I passed along to an
assistant Pastor a fifty-year collection of the
paper published by Ashland Avenue, along
with other similar materials from dozens of
other churches, to prepare him, should that
task fall on his shoulders, for safeguarding
this flock through the observation of the

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 16)

honored and served. That god is not the God
for Whom generations of Ashland Avenue
Baptists built buildings and of Whom they
sang praises.

What other possible word is there to de-
scribe the group that would build a bar on
the pulpit in a place where the Gospel was
once faithfully preached, except that of ICH-
ABOD? The Glory has departed.

Watch out—this departure from the faith
will be coming toward your local purpose-
driven Baptist churches, floating down the
Willow Creek, and violating, as it progresses,
every promise, it moderately pledges to
keep. It is up to you as to whether it receives
a welcome or a denunciation. Would to God
that the sheep of the flock would learn what
it is that they are to fight over, when they
are to rise in holy indignation, and how they
are to select a shepherd. Sheep do not have

backs made for saddles.
Contemporaneous Christianity is merely

(Continued on page 18)
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his government and peace there shall be no
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice from henceforth
even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts
will perform this.”—“And the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we be-
held his glory, the glory as of the only begot-
ten of the Father,) full of grace and truth,”
and as, “For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”

The god of the play proudly produced by
the Ashland Avenue Baptist Church is the
god of Broadway and Hollywood, who sends
angels to find good deeds. The god of the
Trans-Siberian  Orchestra's  best-selling
Christmas Eve and Other Stories is most as-
suredly not the God of the Bible. Such a god
is not the God that Pastor Clarence Walker

(Continued on page 17)

(Continued from page &)
history of other churches. The honored Ash-
land Avenue Baptist Church, as have too
many other ‘once-but-no-longer’ doctrinally
sound churches and institutions, has experi-
enced the pathway prophesied by the Apos-

tle Paul for the church at Ephesus.

Take heed therefore unto your-
selves, and to all the flock,
over the which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers, to feed
the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood. For
I know this, that after my de-
parting shall grievous wolves en-
ter in among you, not sparing the
flock. Also of your own selves
shall men arise, speaking per-
verse things, to draw away disci-
ples after them. Acts 20:28-30

When the Rev. A, Grievous Wolf becomes
the shepherd of a Baptist church, it is a sad
day indeed.

Read the following newspaper article and

(Continued on page 6)

16

5



r THE BAPTIST HERITAGE FOR DECEMBER 2002

THE BAPTIST HERITAGE FOR DECEMBER 2002

Ichabod

Ichabod
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weep for the fate of Ashland Avenue Baptist
Church. The structure remains; the organi-
zation continues, but the candlestick is re-
moved. She retains a name, but the nature
has altered. She is now Ichabod.

The title is offensive, but it is the one the
newspaper chose; therefore, I chose to leave
it alone.

N

O, HOLY OPENING NIGHT
Churches Produce Ambitious

Christmas Pageants
By Frank E. Lockwood, Staff Writer

Forget about Christmas oratorios and canta-
tas. Ashland Avenue Baptist Church is
tackling a new musical genre for the holi-
days: the rock opera.

Performing the Trans-Siberian Orchestra's

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 14)
of the LORD Jesus Christ—and, Bro. Walker
often warned against those who would set
aside the word of the living God for the con-
coctions of men. “Trans-Siberian”—what an
appropriately frigid name for a production
in a church that has lost the fire of God.
“This day,” so slanderously treated by the
Trans-Siberian  Orchestra's  best-selling
Christmas Eve and Other Stories and the
Ashland Avenue Baptist Church is described
by the God of Heaven in the following words:
“For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord”—
“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save
his people from their sins”—“For unto us a
child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsel-
lor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.”—“Of the increase of

(Continued on page 16)
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“the one thing that best represents every-
thing good that has been done in the name
of this day." This apostate production can
only speak of “telling a good story in a dif-
ferent way” and of an impulsive act of social
benevolence [apparently funded by thievery]
as the “best” representation of the “good
that has been done in the name of this
day”—the day of the birth of the LORD Jesus
Christ. The participants may proclaim that
their work is “theologically sound,” but,
their doing so proclaims their theology to be
unsound. Neither the play nor the players
are biblically sound—and the Bible is the
Judge of any theology, not theologians and,
certainly not, thespians.

Another thing, Pastor Clarence Walker
never preached a “non-threatening” message
in his entire ministry. Every sermon threat-
ened the judgment of God on all who reject
the gift of the atonement in the shed blood

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued from page 6)
best-selling Christmas Eve and Other Sto-
ries is a bold move to attract visitors, un-
dertaken by a congregation that has sur-
vived a church split and plummeting atten-
dance in recent years.
"You can't reach out and touch today's soci-
ety with yesterday's methods. It just doesn't
work," says music minister John Wesley
Brett.
So the church is putting on its biggest show
ever, complete with snow and fog ma-
chines, video footage of Lexington from
the air, stage lighting, a 15-piece orchestra,
a 50-voice choir, three keyboardists and
guitarists from an ear-splitting alternative
rock band.
In an age where couch potatoes outnumber
pew sitters, churches are going to great
lengths to attract visitors during the holiday
season.
For many people, Christmas and Easter are
the only times when they go to church -- or
visit a new congregation.

(Continued on page 8)
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