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An eventful year draws to a close and an even
more eventful year looms just ahead. Hopefully, we
are nearing the final year before the Lord Jesus re-
turns; but if not, we had best prepare for even
darker days than we have seen. Are we believers an-
ticipating the day of His return as we ought? The
answer is no; and the reason that we are not is that
we are not yet in the position of “wanting” the Lord
to catch us away from this world. Too appealing is
the world as we know it to leave it and too unloved
the Heaven that awaits to
want it.

We need a “revival” of
preaching on Heaven. The
place does not seem real to
us—it remains more theoreti-
cal than practical. About all
the average believer (in or out
reading it. Ifyou do Of the pulpit) knows about

not agree, we will Heaven is that “Heaven is a
remove your name Wonderful place.” We say we
from the next are going to Heaven much as
possible mailing. we the allrlayer, after winning
have no desire to  the World Series or the Super
intrude or offend. Bowl, yells, “T'm going to Dis-
(Continued on page 19)
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ney World”; that is: it is said artificially
and on cue. Except that the ballplayer
has a rather realistic expectation of what Disney
World will be like and the believer has no genuine
concept of the realities of Heaven.

May I encourage you to consider Heaven im-
portant enough to receive serious study? I pray that
your heart will be stirred to do so as we pause to
commemorate this special time of the year, desig-
nated as the remembrance of the birth of the One
Who came from Heaven so that we might go to
Heaven.

May the article of this month’s Heritage move
you to remember Him Who is our Saviour, our King,
our LORD. May the very li%ht of His countenance
shine upon you and yours this season, when even
the ungodly of the world acknowledge, however be-
grudgingly, that Jesus Christ was born.
—Pastor Manley
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Through the years, the innkeeper has been
given a terrible reputation. Described in the mean-
est of terms, this descendent of Chimham is not
honored, but is instead vilified. I wonder if eternity
will not reveal a very different character of this inn-
keeper than that which he is assigned most often.
There was another eye watching Bethlehem that
night and that wicked one may well have maneu-
vered to make certain no sheltering room existed in
the inn for the birth of the Messiah. This malevolent
student of Scripture may have begun his murderous
intent even before the slaughter of Bethlehem’s
babes. I wonder if we will not find that the God of
Providence, Who never slumbers nor sleeps, watched
over Israel that night in such a way as to fulfill even
the most minor of prophecies—Isaiah 1:3, for in-
stance—and, in doing so, also to grant the desire of
David to prepare for the KING that was to follow
him.

I believe David made Christmas preparations a
thousand years before Christmas. He prepared a
place for the King to be born. What have you pre-
pared for the King among your multitude of sea-
sonal preparations?

—Pastor Manley
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or the standard designations of the seven days of
the week—even though all nineteen names origi-
nated from a pagan religious dedication to various
false deities. Even to speak of Sunday as the Lord’s
Day is to use a title derived from the worship of the
sun. Thus, while I do not question anyone’s sincerity
in wising to avoid the use of the word “Christmas,” I
must acknowledge there is generally an inconsis-
tency in doing so when the commonly accepted
names for months and days are not avoided with
the same reasoning. I prefer the title “the Lord’s
Day” for the first day of the week, and use it often,
but I also still refer to the “Firstday” as “Sunday.”
“Sunday” is the term generally used: and only schol-
ars, a few real worshippers of Sol, and some
“scrupulous” preachers recognize the derivation of
the name. In the same way, I continue to use
“Christmas” simply because the word “Christmas”
has come into such common usage that it no longer
has any suggestion of a special mass or feast com-
memorating the birth of the Christ. Few who ex-
change Christmas presents, send greetings, take a
Christmas vacation, spend a Christmas bonus, or say
“Merry Christmas” even think of the meaning of
what is conveyed by that action. The same is true
with the names of the months and the days. How
many know that Friday is a religious recognition of
(Continued on page 4)
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the only female deity in the names of the days, or
why Saturday is dedicated to Saturn (the planet, not
the car)? How many who say, “See you in church
Sunday,” realize the day declares a worship of the
sun? The word “Christmas,” after dwelling nearly a
thousand years in the English language, has as-
sumed a wider association than even a given day. It
defines the period from Thanksgiving Day through
New Year’s Day—that is the Christmas season, or
even “Christmas” in the mindset of this age.

There are also those believers who think it in-
appropriate to commemorate the birthday of Jesus
of Nazareth in any fashion. Since the Bible does not
establish such a “festival,” does not record any disci-
ple ever celebrating the birth of Christ, and does
not (in their thinking) provide the actual day, such
as December 25, the conclusion is that neither
should we.

It seems to me that there is sufficient infor-
mation in Scripture to make December 25 a genuine
possibility. Frankly, after more than four decades of
reading all I can find on the matter, I conclude
there is more actual biblical (and historical) reason
to hold to the traditional date (December 25) as
there is for any other day of the year. However, for
the sake of peace, I can sincerely concede that the
exact date on the calendar is unknown and yet con-

(Continued on page 5)
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gelim and this prompted him to ask David to “take
care of the boy.” David, using some of the family
land near Bethlehem (remember the land, as divided
under Joshua, was not to “leave the family” forever),
established a business for Chimham to operate--
something suitable to his ability and nature. Chim-
ham became the innkeeper of Bethlehem. He had, as
his father before him, the gift of hospitality, and
David made use of it. I wonder if David did not know
that one day a weary traveler and his espoused wife,
great with child, would arrive in Bethlehem and
need a place to rest. The man who was always pre-
paring for the KING Who would follow him, pre-
pared an inn to receive Him.

Generations pass and the inn of Bethlehem re-
mains in place and “open” through all the changes
of kings and rulers and conquerors. One night, a
road-weary Joseph and Mary arrived. The inn that
night was already filled to capacity. The innkeeper,
however, with the gift of hospitality still evident,
somehow was still prepared. In his heart, he could
not turn them away. He would find room some-
where, if not in the inn. Perhaps, he thought “this
might be the very One for Whom I and my fathers
before me were given this job.” The inn is full, but
he fulfilled his responsibility as best he could; he

made room in the stable.
(Continued on page 18)
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dan. And when the king was come over,
the king kissed Barzillai, and blessed
him; and he returned unto his own
place. Then the king went on to Gilgal,
and Chimham went on with him: and all
the people of Judah conducted the king,
and also half the people of Israel.

Barzillai, ever the practical man, states that he
would not be able at his age to enjoy the social life
with the king and implies that he would, instead, be
a burden to David. He asks David to take his son
Chimham and look after him. This David promises
to do. Chimham is not a major principal in the king-
dom. He is not made a general. He does not become
one of “the mighty men” of David. We know that
David gives instruction for his continued care to
Solomon; but neither David nor Solomon assigns
him a royal title. He almost disappears from the bib-
lical account—almost, but not quite.

Centuries pass and Chimham reappears, at
least, his name does. With that reappearance, we
learn volumes about David and Chimham. In
Jeremiah 42:17, almost in an incidental way, we dis-
cover that the inn at Bethlehem is known as the
“habitation of Chimham.”

Perhaps, Barzillai, the practical man, knew his
son was not destined to be the next mayor of Ro-

(Continued on page 17)
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tinue to use December 25 with a clear conscience.

The queen of England has an actual date of
her nativity that is not the same as, and has no
bearing on, the day the English Kingdom (or is it
Queendom?) annually, officially celebrates her birth.
I believe it is proper, indeed, more than proper, for
the King of kings to have a day set aside to remem-
ber that He was born, even if the particular day cho-
sen is not the same as the actual birth day. How-
ever, I do not insist on that as an absolute. What I
do insist must be considered as an absolute is that
there was a specific day on which the Son of God
was supernaturally conceived in the womb of the
virgin Mary and that there was a particular day on
which the Son of God, incarnate in the flesh, was
born, in the city of David, wrapped in swaddling
clothes and laid in a manger. That His birth was an-
ticipated for over four thousand years by the faith-
ful, announced by angels, verified by shepherds, and
commemorated by wise men. Therefore, the custom-
ary, traditional English name may be replaced with-
out loss, because the fact remains, He had a birth
day. One may dispute with conviction that Decem-
ber 25 is not the proper date for having the remem-
brance, but no believer will argue that there was no
date of birth.

So, debate the date—make it March, June, or

(Continued on page 6)
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October--and name it as you might chose--The Day
of His Nativity, The Birthday of the Son of man, The
Night the Son of David was born, the Day of Mes-
siah’s birth, or Christmas—the event that came to
pass that night in Bethlehem of Judea is a time well
worth remembering. Indeed, a time that ought to be
remembered with great joy. I rejoice that my Sav-
iour, the LORD Jesus Christ, the Son of God was
made flesh, took upon Himself the form of a ser-
vant, and was made in the likeness of men; and I en-
courage all other believers to do the same. That
fact, that He was born, is worth a commemoration
and, even, a celebration. That which made angels re-
joice—who have no part in the incarnation, receive
no benefit from the atonement, and know no gift
from the ascension—surely should cause believers to
sing praises and give glory to the great Triune God.
To give one day each year to remember His birth is
not unseemly, and I think, it is both proper and
wise. Select whatever day seems best to you and do,
on your day, what I do from Thanksgiving through
New Year’s Day--rejoice that in the fullness of time,
God was manifest in the flesh.

The time of the birth of the LORD Jesus Christ
in the city of the David was the day that the proph-
ets anticipated and preached a consistent message
to prepare the people since the beginning of the

(Continued on page 7)
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said unto Barzillai, Come thou over with
me, and I will feed thee with me in jeru-
salem. And Barzillai said unto the king,
How long have I to live, that I should go
up with the king unto Jerusalem? I am
this day fourscore years old: and can 1
discern between good and evil? can thy
servant taste what I eat or what I drink?
can I hear any more the voice of singing
men and singing women? wherefore
then should thy servant be yet a burden
unto my lord the king? Thy servant will
go a little way over Jordan with the king:
and why should the king recompense it
me with such a reward? Let thy servant,
I pray thee, turn back again, that I may
die in mine own city, and be buried by
the grave of my father and of my
mother. But behold thy servant Chim-
ham; let him go over with my lord the
king; and do to him what shall seem
good unto thee. And the king answered,
Chimham shall go over with me, and I
will do to him that which shall seem
good unto thee: and whatsoever thou
shalt require of me, that will I do for
thee. And all the people went over Jor-
{Continued on page 16)
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